‘Denialism’ has no place in scientific debate

To the editor:

I was intrigued to find my name on Megan Scudellari’s short list
of “today’s most vocal denialists spreading ideas that counter the
consensus in health fields” I. T am a prominent and published critic
of the assertions of everyone else on the list, except for Wolfgang
Wodarg—who doesn’t belong there either.

‘Denialist’ is an ad hominem argument, the meaning of which is
defined entirely by the user, intended to discredit the accused without
evidence. Scudellari’s charge illustrates this. “Fumento claims embry-
onic stem cell research is both ‘a dead end), fueled by a greedy lobby,
and dangerous, despite evidence from animal studies suggesting its
promise,” she writes. “He uses a picture of a tumor with teeth and hair
growing from it to illustrate his point.” Guilty. I have always presented
human embryonic stem cell (hESC) research not in a vacuum but com-
pared to competing technologies, noting that they have only shown
promise in animal studies. This reflects inherent dangers, including the

development of teratomas such as that which I depicted.

When James Thompson in 1998 announced the creation of the first
human hESC culture, his research team warned “clinical applications
are perhaps as much as a decade away” (emphasis added)?. Almost a
decade later, addressing a 2007 Wisconsin convention, Thompson,
citing “serious safety concerns,” changed the time frame to “decades
away,” as paraphrased by the AP3. Other hESC researchers use time-
lines of “three to five decades™.

Conversely, the therapeutic use of adult stem cells dates back to
1956, and today they have numerous therapeutic applications>°. They
have been used in thousands of clinical trials.

It might seem that Scudellari is in denial.

Michael Fumento

Independent Journalism Project, Arlington, Virginia, USA.
e-mail: fumento@pobox.com
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